	




	 Singer Michael Jacobs turns music into pure energy
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	MILWAUKEE, Wis. - If there was one word used to describe the songs of Michael Jacobs, it would be ''life.'' The 2004 NAMMY nominee delivers pure energy through his lyrics of celebration. 

''I've known for a long time that music can accomplish things in people, getting past our natural defenses. Speaking does not have the same impact; songs stay with people and they can hear them over and over again. As a writer, I take it seriously. I have something good to say. I want to give people something good that they can take with them,'' said Jacobs. 

Jacobs, who lives in Milwaukee, said that he started writing when he began to trace his Tsalagi roots 12 years ago. His music reflects the influence of his traditions as well as those of the Anishinabe community. He has a knack for presenting the struggle for survival and identity in the positive light of teachings received along the way. 

Jacobs plays electric and acoustic guitar, cedar flute, harmonica and drum. 

Three years ago he co-produced his first album, ''Sacred Nation,'' and it won a 2003 NAMMY. His second album, ''They Come Dancing,'' was nominated in 2004; its title song is the theme for the Madison-based Call for Peace Dance and Drum Co., a group of international artists that has performed for global political summits and local audiences throughout the United States. 

''From four directions, they come dancing 

The earth is trembling under their feet 

From every nation, they come dancing 

Praising Creator with the beat.'' 

He is an independent artist who is committed to the road. 

''I make it a priority to play to Native audiences. A lot don't because they can't make a living, and because a lot of people don't always see the value in what we are doing and aren't as supportive as some of us would like,'' he said. ''I wish Indian country would recognize the value of what I'm doing. We need to show our art, and not be just about entertainment.'' 

Jacobs would like to take his performing to another level, one more focused in a healing venue. He is exploring the possibility of an arts program along the lines of those at White Bison of Colorado Springs. 

''Over the past few years, I have become increasingly aware that there is alcoholism and poverty, but it is because we are out of balance. We have become abusers.'' 

Jacobs feels that Native music is over-influenced by the mainstream and looks toward creating a Native legacy for future generations of musicians. Notoriety for him, he said, is a tool for opening doors and doing what you love in order to help folks. 

For Jacobs, it is important for artists in Indian country to work for all who came before, all who come after and those living now. 

Jacobs will perform throughout the United States this year. More can be found on his Web site: www.sacrednation.com. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Please visit the Indian Country Today website for more articles related to this topic.
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